
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
 

Tuesday, 2 February 2016  
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Planning and Transportation Committee held at 
the Guildhall EC2 at 11.30 am 

 
Present 
 
Members: 
Michael Welbank (Chairman) 
Marianne Fredericks (Deputy Chairman) 
Randall Anderson 
Dennis Cotgrove 
Revd Dr Martin Dudley 
Alderman Peter Estlin 
Alderman Timothy Hailes 
Graeme Harrower 
 

Deputy Brian Harris 
Christopher Hayward 
Gregory Jones QC 
Alderman Professor Michael Mainelli 
Sylvia Moys 
Graham Packham 
James de Sausmarez 
Patrick Streeter 
 

 
Officers: 
Simon Murrells - Assistant Town Clerk 

Christopher Braithwaite - Town Clerk's Department 

Amanda Thompson - Town Clerk's Department 

Simon Owen - Department of the Built Environment 

Deborah Cluett - Comptroller and City Solicitor 

Carolyn Dwyer - Director of Built Environment 

Sam Cook - Remembrancer's Department 

Annie Hampson - Department of the Built Environment 

Paul Beckett - Department of the Built Environment 

Simon McGinn - City Surveyor's 

 
 

1. APOLOGIES  
Apologies for absence were received from Alex Bain-Stewart, Deputy Bill 
Fraser, Deputy Henry Jones, Oliver Lodge, Brian Mooney, Deputy Alastair 
Moss, Alderman William Russell, Tom Sleigh and Angela Starling. 
 

2. MEMBERS' DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT IN 
RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3. MINUTES  
 
RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting held on 12 January 2016 be 
approved. 
 
 



Matters Arising 
 
Minute 11 - Cycle Superhighway 
 
The Deputy Chairman reported that the briefing meeting had now taken place 
and a report would be coming to the next meeting. 
 
 

4. TOWN PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS  
 
The Committee received a report of the Chief Planning Officer and 
Development Director in respect of development and advertisement 
applications dealt with under delegated authority. 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
 

5. VALID APPLICATIONS LIST FOR COMMITTEE  
The Committee received a report of the Chief Planning Officer and 
Developmental Director which provided details of valid planning applications 
received by the department since last meeting. 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be noted. 
 

6. REDEVELOPMENT OF 120 MOORGATE - POTENTIAL ACQUISITION OF 
LAND FOR PLANNING PURPOSES  

 

The Committee considered a joint report of the Comptroller and City 
Solicitor and the Chief Planning Officer which sought approval for the 
potential acquisition of land for planning purposes by agreement under 
section 227 of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 enabling the 
operation of powers under Section 237 of the Town & Country Planning 
Act 1990 (“S237”) to facilitate the carrying out of the redevelopment of 120 
Moorgate in close proximity to Moorgate Station where Crossrail works 
were currently being carried out. 
Due to the need for the developers to negotiate further with the owner of 1 
Finsbury Circus, the Committee agreed to defer consideration of the 
report until its meeting on 10 March 2016. 
 
RESOLVED: That the application be deferred. 
 

7. HOUSING AND PLANNING BILL  
 
The Committee received a report of the Remembrancer updating on the progress of 
the Housing and Planning Bill.  
 
Members noted that since the previous report of 15 December 2015, new measures of 
interest had been introduced, including provision to allow external organisations to 
process planning applications, a power for the Government to restrict section 106 
agreements relating to affordable housing, and a dispute resolution procedure for 
section 106 negotiations. 

 



RESOLVED: That the report be noted.  
 

8. QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF THE 
COMMITTEE  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Arcading  - A Member queried whether or not there was a policy for 
encouraging developers to include shopping arcades in their planning 
applications in order to make better use of walkways. The Director of the Built 
Environment advised that the local plan did not currently include a specific 
policy on arcades but could do so in future as part of the Local Plan review if 
members wished.  Meanwhile developers could already be encouraged to 
provide shopping arcades in appropriate circumstances.   
 
The Member further questioned whether the inclusion of such a policy in the 
local plan was the best way forward and asked if it could be done by a 
resolution of the Committee instead. 
 
The Chairman advised the Member to seek the advice of the Town Clerk to 
pursue that course of action. 
 
Contact Centre – A Member reported that he had recently tried to report the 
blocking of a pedestrian walkway by a developer‟s skip, but Contact Centre 
staff were unable to assist and were also unaware of the role of „Members‟. The 
Member further reported that ringing the planning department directly had 
resulted in a similar response. 
 
Both the Chief Planning Officer and the Town Clerk agreed to look into this and 
report back to the Committee. 
 

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT  
At the request of the Chairman the Chief Planning Officer reported the outcome 
of the Farringdon East public inquiry and agreed to circulate this to the 
Committee. 
 
At the request of the Chairman the Director of Transportation and Public Realm 
circulated photos of the new Riney construction vehicle selected to underline 
the Corporation‟s commitment to reducing accidents involving vulnerable road 
users. The Chairman also asked that a link to the feature on this in „Transport 
Engineer‟ be circulated to the Committee.  
 
The Chairman reported that a visit had now been arranged for Committee 
Members to view the “Streets Ahead” exhibition sponsored by New London 
Architecture (NLA) and Transport for London (TfL). The visit would take place 
on Wednesday 17 February and all Members would receive more detailed 
information on this after the meeting. 
 

10. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC  
RESOLVED - That under Section 100(A) of the Local Government Act 1972, 
the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items on the grounds 



that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part I 
of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act. 
 
 

11. NON-PUBLIC MINUTES  
The non-public minutes of the meeting held on 12 January 2016 were 
approved. 
 
 

12. LONDON HIGHWAYS ALLIANCE CONTRACT FOR HIGHWAY WORKS  
The Committee considered and approved the report of the Director of the Built 
Environment regarding the London Highways Alliance Contract for Highway 
works. 
 
 

13. NON-PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF 
THE COMMITTEE  
Noted. 
 

14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT 
AND WHICH THE COMMITTEE AGREES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
WHILST THE PUBLIC ARE EXCLUDED  
There were no items of urgent business. 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 12.55 pm 
 
 
 

 

Chairman 
 
 
 
Contact Officer: Amanda Thompson 
tel. no.: 020 7332 3414 
amanda.thompson@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
 


